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ASA Overview

Centrality of federal statistics to ASA
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Discussion/questions

Outline
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ASA: Promoting the Practice and Profession of 
Statistics

• Founded in 1839  -- 1840 Census
• 14,000+ members in industry, academia, government; 80+ 

countries
• Professional association: meetings, publications, membership 

services, education, accreditation, awards, fellows, advocacy. 
• The primary organizational entities of the ASA

• 72 committees: awards, fellows, publications, education, relationships 
with other organizations, professional issues, etc.

• 30 sections: research interests
• 60 chapters: geographical  (also outreach & interest groups, student 

chapters) 3



ASA: Government sector foundational to ASA 

• Founded in 1839 around Decennial Census concerns
• Every third President and VP from government sector

• 2023: Dionne Price; VPs: Matilde Sanchez-Kam and Jenny Thompson
• Previously: Robert Santos, Wendy Martinez, Barry Nussbaum, Lisa 

LaVange, … 

• Seek govt sector members on ASA committees
• Government Statistics Section, Social Statistics Section, … 
• Washington Statistical Society
• Major focus of ASA advocacy 4



How ASA supports FSS: publications
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How ASA supports 
FSS: Meetings
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How ASA 
supports FSS: 
Career

• Jobs
• Professional 

Development
• Announcements
• Webinars
• Networking
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How ASA supports FSS: Public Awareness
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How ASA 
supports FSS: 

Public 
Awareness
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How ASA 
supports 
FSS: 
Monitoring
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How ASA 
supports 
FSS: 
Proactive 
Monitoring
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Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
funding to assess health of the 

federal statistical agencies
Connie Citro, Nancy Potok, Claire Bowen, 

Jonathan Auerbach, May Aydin, Zach 
Seeskin, Steve Pierson

http://bit.ly/AssessingFedStatHealth



How ASA supports 
FSS: advocacy

• Budgets

• Resources

• Autonomy

• Comments on Federal Register 
Notices
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ASA: How to 
get involved
Participate! ASA is a volunteer-run 
organization

• Section, committee, or WSS
• Meetings
• Articles/publications
• Professional development
• Share news/announcements
• Help with recognition: awards 

and fellows
Engage on social media
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ASA 
advocacy: 
How to 
support

• Join Count on Stats on LinkedIn
• Make us aware of issues
• Help us make the case
• Consider/explore awareness 

building with your Member of 
Congress 
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Thank You! 
Questions?

spierson@amstat.org 
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