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1997’s SPD 15
Standards for Maintaining, Collecting, & Presenting Federal Data on Race & Ethnicity

Two-Questions Format for 
Self-Response with Minimum Categories

Source: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-1997-10-30/pdf/97-28653.pdf 

Note: SPD 15 does not dictate the order in which the minimum categories 
should be displayed on Federal information collections. Agencies generally order 
alphabetically, as shown here, or by population size.
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Revising SPD 15
Where Are We?

→ June 2022: Chief Statistician of the United States (CSOTUS) announced formal review to revise 
SPD 15 and convening of Federal Interagency Technical Working Group on Race and Ethnicity 
Standards (Working Group)

→ January 2023: OMB released Federal Register Notice which includes Working Group’s initial 
proposals on revising SPD 15, open from January 27 – April 27

→ Fall 2023: CFO Act Agencies, recognized Statistical Agencies, and EEOC vote on 
recommendations
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January 2023 Federal Register Notice
Initial Proposed Example Designs for 

Self-Response Data Collections
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Combined Question with 
Minimum and Detailed Categories

Combined Question with 
Minimum Categories
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Working Group Conducting Additional Research
To Supplement Extensive Knowledge  

Example Research Areas:
1. Combined question without Some Other Race category
2. Modifications to question stem and instructions
3. Establishment and business surveys
4. Bridging factors

Examples of Methods:
1. Exploratory interviews
2. Cognitive interviews
3. Respondent debriefings
4. Unmoderated online testing
5. Split-sample ballot testing

The Working Group is collaborating with multiple 
agencies on conducting qualitative and quantitative 
testing. Participating agencies include:
• Bureau of Justice Statistics*
• Bureau of Labor Statistics*
• Census Bureau*
• Department of Defense*
• Department of Housing and Urban Development
• Energy Information Administration
• General Services Administration
• National Center for Education Statistics*
• National Center for Health Statistics*
• National Center for Science and Engineering 

Statistics*
• Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration*
• U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural 

Statistics Service*
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